The recent article by Chen et al.
contrast to the study by Chen et al. 1 and other reported studies, 3, 4 the syphilis annual trend remained steady and did not greatly increase over the 5-year period ( Table 1) . The low rate of HIV co-infection in blood donors confirms the lack of correlation between HIV and syphilis. 1 Syphilis prevalence peaked in the 40-49 years age group, followed by the 50-59 and 18-39 years age groups, while it was lowest in the 60-69 years group. Other studies have reported a lower age; [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] this difference is probably because Liguria has the oldest population in Europe. Fifty-six percent of syphilis-positive donors were from Italy and 44% from other countries. In contrast with other studies, 1, 6 of the 69 syphilis-positive donors whose educational status was known, almost half (47%) were high school graduates and only 10 (14%) had completed university.
Of 83 syphilis-positive donors (62%) whose transmission modalities were known, 21 (25%) admitted having a heterosexual partner positive for a sexually transmitted disease (STD) and 39 (47%) admitted to occasional heterosexual relationships. Overall, 60 donors had probably been infected through heterosexual intercourse. More than half of the infected donors (53%) were 'first time donors'.
In agreement with the authors who performed an external assessment of the quality of other Italian transfusion services, 7 we recommend the use of two distinct treponemal and nontreponemal tests, since the non-treponemal test is the least sensitive means of identifying syphilis-positive samples. 
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In conclusion, our findings provide evidence that the procedures employed by the Italian Blood Service are effective in maintaining a safe blood supply. 
